2 ‘ INTRODUCTION

tuguese, and four years later Verrazano was making
for the French an exploration of the coast between
North Carolina and Newfoundland. Whether or not
Cartier (1535) was the first to sail up the St. Lawrence
‘“ until land could be seen on either side,’”’ no man can
now tell; apparently, he was the first to leave a record
of doing so. Progress up the river was checked by
Lachine Rapids, and he spent the winter on Mont-
real Island., v & =

France and Spain were just then engaged in one
of their periodical quarrels, and adventurers were
needed to fight battles at home, so that it was six
years before any attempts were made to colonize the
river-lands to which Cartier had led the way. In
1541, a Picard seigneur named Roberval, enjoying
the friendship of Francis I., was commissioned as
viceroy of the new country beyond the Atlantic, with
Cartier as his chief pilot and captain-general, and a
choice selection of jail-birds for colonists. Cartier
started off before his chief, built a fort at Quebec,
and, after a long and miserable winter, picked up a
quantity of glittering stones which he took to be
gold and diamonds, and gladly set sail for home.
Tradition has it that Roberval met him near the
mouth of the river, but was unable to induce him to
return to his cheerless task of founding a state in an
inhospitable wilderness, with convicts for citizens.
Roberval, however, proceeded to Quebec with his
consignment of prison dregs, and throughout another
protracted winter the flag of France floated from the
little intrenched camp which Cartier had planted on
the summit of the cliff. Roberval’s principal occu-
pation appears to have been the disciplining of his
unruly followers, a work in which the gibbet and



